[Blood platelet count and bubble oxygenators. Changes induced by the oral administration of dipyridamole].
The changes in thrombocythemia in patients subjected to extracorporeal circulation (ECC) and pretreated with dipyridamole per os have been examined and compared with a control group in whom the drug was not used; in all patients a circuit with bubble oxygenator was employed. Measurements were carried out before sternotomy, 10' and 60' after ECG, 1 h after the start of intensive therapy and on the 1st surgical day. The variations in thrombocythemia were assessed in consideration of the thrombocythemia/Ht ratio, so as to eliminate the dilution variable. On the basis of the results obtained, it is considered that preoperative treatment with dipyridamole is effective in limiting the fall in thrombocythemia during ECC. The effect of the drug is prevalent in the initial stage of ECC, probably reducing platelet aggregation to non-biological surfaces of the circuit.